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Friday, October 28th 

6:30 - 7:30 P.M. 

Parking lot of Christian Education Building/All Stars Learning Center 

**For children ages 12 
and under** 

ñTrunk or Treatò provides a safe and fun way for 
families to enjoy Halloween! During a Trunk or 
Treat children go from car to car ñtrunk or treat-
ingò. 

Calling all creative car ownerséat least 10! We 
need your help to make this event successful! All 
you have to do is decorate your car trunk, dress in 
costume (optional), and hand out candy to the chil-
dren J.  

This FREE event provides a safe environment for 
children and their families who wish to trick or 
treat. Because the event is held in one central loca-
tion, children are not forced to cross streets and 
climb stairs.  

 

 
 
 

Cookies and Candy donations NEEDED: If you 
would like to donate cookies or candy for this 
event, the candy must be sealed in the original 
wrapper and brought to the Church or Learning 
Center by Monday, October 24th. 

There will be games and activities for the children! 
Apple cider and cookies will be served.Call Linda 
Moler at 410-686-3324 or Katie Yeager at 410-686
-6060 to reserve your vehicle Monday, October 
24th.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 



                      

 

 

 

TO WHOM DOES THE CHURCH BELONG?                                        
 
 

Years ago, when I was still serving my previous congregation, I received an ad in the mail inviting 
business owners to take advantage of a certain product.  The letter was addressed to ñOwner, First English 
Lutheran Church.ò I remember at the time wondering , ñWho owns First English Lutheran Church?ò Here in 
this newsletter, we can equally ask, ñWho Owns Hope Lutheran Church?ò 

 
 From a legal point of view, I suppose that the members of the congregation own the church building, and 
all its financial assets. But from a spiritual point of view, who owns the church itself? I would have to answer 
that Jesus owns the church. Jesus bought and paid for the church through his sacrifice on the cross and Godôs 
resurrection miracle. Jesus established the church by creating a community of twelve followers, a community 
that grew through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus sustains the church through the gifts of Baptism, where 
we inherit God unconditional grace, and Holy Communion, where we meet the crucified Christ and literally 
bring him into our bodies. The church exists because of Jesus. The church exists for the sake of Jesus. The 
church belongs to him. And Jesusô love exists for the sake of the world. 
 
 Often itôs been said that the church is one of the few organizations in the world that exists for the sake of 
people who donôt belong (yet). The church exists to bring Good News to people in need; to bring hope to 
despairing people; to bring healing to hurt, sick, or broken people.  
 
 Now as Hope Lutheran Church anticipates serving with a new pastor, we realize in a powerful way that 
this congregation does not exist for the sake of those who are already members. Why? Because we have al-
ready found the joy and strength of Godôs love. We have already come to know that Christôs saving love is 
for us, both now and forever. Weôve got it all. But if we follow Jesus, and if Jesus kept sharing Good News 
with more people, we know that the Lord calls us to do the same. Hope Lutheran Churchôs new pastor will 
certainly be concerned with new people coming to faith. (If the new pastor was only concerned with existing 
members, the community surely would dwindle as people moved away, or became sick enough no longer to 
attend.) As we approach Reformation Sunday at the end of this month, we can ask whether the congregation 
will be open to make changes  that will enable the mission to reach new people in Christôs name.  
 
 To whom does the church belong? It belongs to Jesus. Even if we say it belongs to us, we belong to Jesus. 
We owe him our lives, all our blessings, and the hope of eternal life. So as we join hands to bring the Word 
of Jesus to a changing world, we pray that we will be open to new ideas and new possibilities, all for the sake 
of Christôs holy work. 
 
 
In Christ 
Pastor Don Burggraf 
 
 



PRAYER CONCERNS:  All Star Learning 
Center, Edgar Amos, Jr., Gail Anuszewski, Con-
nie Baker, Dennis & Gail Berry, Pat Berry, Stella 
Bigham,  Evelyn Blazek, Mary Bodenschatz,  
Debbie Bryant, Warren Bullard, Helen Capecci, 
Blanche Cardarelli, Eric Carl, Jr. (Ricky), Tom 
Cincinnati, Cheryl Clark, Phyllis Clark, Phil 
Coyle, Sr., Lorene Deckelman, Fred Dittmar, Ma-
rie Dunlap, Mary Emge, Lois & Terry Farber, 
Bobbi Floyd, Matthew Floyd, Robert Frueh, Con-
nie Hagenbuch, Emma Hahn, Daniel Hanke, Tia 
Harris, Bill Hawver, Beverly Hoffman, Karen 
Hoffman, Hope Ev. Lutheran Church Call Com-
mittee to find a new pastor, Hope Ev. Lutheran 
Church Council,  Lorrie Irwin, Josie Jacobs, Terri 
Jordan,  Matt & Erika Kauffman, Michelle Kin-
caid, Abigail Klingenstein, Ed & Irene Klingen-
stein, Jenny Latrewski, Bob Leap, June Leap, 

Paul Leucht,  Diane Linkowich, Karen Malpas, 
Phil Malpas, Jan Markley,  John & Michelle Mar-
shall, Cliff McClelland, Michael McCoy, Christi 
Megyrai, Tami Miller, Lavinia Mizell, Kelly Mo-
shogianos, Barker Much, Vivian Muller, Jim & 
Laurie Nemec, Frank Neukam, Jim Nicholas,  
Rick OôDea, LeRoy Ogle, Jackie Phillips,  Fran-
cesca Prado, Dora Lee Price, Mark Price, Cliff 
Rodney, Pamela Russell, Jeanine Schenning, 
Debbie Schmidt, Doris Schmidt, Delma Shrader, 
Larry Smith, Vivian Smith, Paul Stevenson, John 
Stiemly, Bill Talbott, Kate Weese, Ted Wernick, 
Karen & Robert Williams, Timothy Williams, 
and all active and reserve members of our armed 
forces currently serving at home and abroad, in-
cluding Blake Thier and Jason Dotterweich. 

The Wedding of Shawn Taylor and Laurie Ulsch was 

held here at Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church on    

September 24, 2016. 

Pastor Don Burggraf officiated.  Godôs Blessings on 

Shawn & Laurie! 

 




